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Beyza Aybike Deveci

Dr. Beyza Aybike Deveci lisans egitimini 2011 yilinda Ankara Universitesi
flahiyat Fakiiltesinde, 2015 yilinda ise ayni iiniversitenin Dil ve Tarih-
Cografya Fakiiltesi Dogu Dilleri ve Edebiyatlar1 Boliimii Hindoloji
Anabilim Dalrnda tamamlamistir. Her iki alanda da ytiksek lisans
derecesi almis, ardindan doktorasini tezini tamamlamistir. Ingilizce
ve Hint¢e (Hindi) bilen Deveci ayni zamanda yoga egitmenidir. Halen
Kastamonu Universitesi Ilahiyat Fakiiltesi Felsefe ve Din Bilimleri
Boliimii Dinler Tarihi Anabilim Dalrnda arastirma gorevlisi olarak gorev
yapmaktadir. Calismalarini Hint dinleri, Hindu felsefesi, mitoloji ve Hint
edebiyat: alanlarinda stirdiirmektedir.

Dr. Beyza Aybike Deveci completed her undergraduate studies at Ankara
University Faculty of Theology in 2011 and at the same university’s Faculty
of Language and History-Geography, Department of Eastern Languages
and Literatures, Indology Division in 2015. She received master’s degrees
in both fields and subsequently completed her doctoral dissertation.
Fluent in English and Hindi (Hindi), Deveci is also a yoga instructor.
She currently works as a research assistant in the Department of History
of Religions, Philosophy and Religious Studies, Faculty of Theology,
Kastamonu University. Her research focuses on Indian religions, Hindu
philosophy, mythology, and Indian literature.



Arzu Yildiz Aydin

Dr. Arzu Yildiz Aydin, lisans egitimini Atatiirk Universitesi Ilahiyat
Fakiiltesi ile Ankara Universitesi Dil ve Tarih-Cografya Fakiiltesi
Dogu Dilleri ve Edebiyatlar1 Boliimii Hindoloji Anabilim Dalrnda
tamamlamustir. Yiiksek lisansini Kahramanmaras Siitcii imam Universitesi
Sosyal Bilimler Enstitiisii Felsefe ve Din Bilimleri Anabilim Dali Dinler
Tarihi alaninda, doktorasini ise Ankara Universitesi Sosyal Bilimler
Enstitiisti Felsefe ve Din Bilimleri Anabilim Dali Dinler Tarihi alaninda
tamamlamustir. Ingilizce ve Hintge (Hindi) bilmektedir. Halen Trabzon
Universitesi [lahiyat Fakiiltesi Felsefe ve Din Bilimleri Boliimii Dinler
Tarihi Anabilim Dalrnda gorev yapmaktadir. Akademik calismalarin
Hint dinleri, Hindu ibadet ve ritiielleri, Hindu-Miisliiman iliskileri ile
Hint toplumunda tabakalasma ve kast sistemi tizerine stirdiirmektedir.

Dr. Arzu Yildiz Aydin completed her undergraduate studies at Atatiirk
University Faculty of Theology and Ankara University Faculty of
Language and History-Geography, Department of Eastern Languages and
Literatures, Indology Division. She received her master’s degree in History
of Religions from Kahramanmaras Siit¢ii Imam University, Institute of
Social Sciences, Department of Philosophy and Religious Studies, and
her doctorate in History of Religions from Ankara University, Institute
of Social Sciences, Department of Philosophy and Religious Studies. She
is fluent in English and Hindi (Hindi). She currently works at Trabzon
University Faculty of Theology, Department of Philosophy and Religious
Studies, Department of History of Religions. Her academic work focuses
on Indian religions, Hindu worship and rituals, Hindu-Muslim relations,
and stratification and the caste system in Indian society.



Mehmet Masatoglu

Dr. Mehmet Masatoglu, lisans egitimini Ankara Universitesi Dil ve
Tarih-Cografya Fakiiltesi Dogu Dilleri ve Edebiyatlar1 Bolimii Hindoloji
Anabilim Dalrnda tamamlamustir.Yiiksek lisans derecesini Dokuz Eyliil
Universitesi Sosyal Bilimler Enstitiisii Dinler Tarihi Anabilim Dal’ndan
almis ve burada Hint dinleri ve felsefesi ile kiiltiirel tarih alanlarinda
egitim almugtir. Doktora egitimini Ankara Universitesi Sosyal Bilimler
Enstitiisit Dinler Tarihi Anabilim Dalr'nda tamamlamig; doktora tezinde
Hindu geleneginde dharma kavramini ele almistir. Akademik ¢aligma
alanlar1 Hinduizm, Budizm ve Jainizm olup; 6zellikle dharma, ritiel
calismalar1 ve bu geleneklerin teolojik ve kiiltiirel boyutlar1 tizerine
odaklanmaktadir. Ayrica Hindu-Miisliiman iliskileri, Hint-Tiirk temaslar:
tizerine ¢aligmalar yurttmektedir. Calismalarinda agirlikli olarak metin
merkezli, karsilagtirmali ve disiplinlerarasi yontemler kullanmaktadir.

Dr. Mehmet Masatoglu completed his undergraduate studies at the
Department of Indology, Faculty of Languages, History and Geography,
Ankara University. He earned his Master’s degree from the Department
of History of Religions at the Institute of Social Sciences, Dokuz Eyliil
University, where he received training in Indian religions and philosophy
as well as cultural history. He completed his PhD at the Department of
History of Religions, Institute of Social Sciences, Ankara University, with
a doctoral dissertation examining the concept of dharma in the Hindu
tradition. His academic research focuses on Hinduism, Buddhism, and
Jainism, with particular emphasis on dharma, ritual studies, and the
theological and cultural dimensions of these traditions. In addition,
he conducts research on Hindu-Muslim relations and Indo-Turkish
interactions. His work primarily employs text-centered, comparative, and
interdisciplinary methodologies.
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EXTENDED SUMMARY

Hindu Festivals is a comprehensive and interdisciplinary
study that examines the multifaceted religious world of Hindu-
ism through the lenses of sacred time, calendar systems, and ri-
tual practice. In Hindu tradition, festivals are not merely days of
worship but sacred temporal moments in which cosmic order
(rta) is reaffirmed, mythological memory is ritually re-enacted,
and social cohesion is renewed. Centering on this understan-
ding of sacred time, the book explores the luni-solar structure
of the Hindu calendar, its regional variations, and the ways in
which festivals are shaped within this calendrical framework.

This study covers major pan-Hindu festivals such as Diwa-
li, Holi, Durga Puja, Maha Shivaratri, Kumbh Mela, and Krish-
na Janmashtami, alongside regional and local celebrations that
function as markers of cultural identity. Each festival is anal-
yzed in terms of its mythological foundations, historical de-
velopment, ritual practices, and social significance. Particular
attention is given to how festivals operate at multiple levels: in-
dividual devotion, collective participation, political symbolism,
and cultural continuity.

Contributions by scholars specializing in the field highli-
ght not only the theological dimensions of Hindu festivals but
also their economic, aesthetic, and cultural aspects. Temple
rituals, processions, fasting practices, votive oiferings, artistic
productions, and large-scale public celebrations are examined
to demonstrate how festivals transform everyday life into sacred
experience. In doing so, the book presents Hinduism as a living
and dynamic tradition, emphasizing the continuity between
classical textual sources and contemporary ritual practices.

By offering a holistic and comparative approach, Hindu
Festivals provides a valuable resource for scholars of religious
studies, historians, anthropologists, and readers interested in
Hindu culture and ritual life. This study invites readers to en-
gage deeply with the vibrant and diverse festival traditions that
continue to shape Hindu religious and social experience.








